152                   THE  CHANGING  FACE   OF  COMMUNISM
resources of the State. Village welfare workers were recruited on a large
scale from the Communist Party; schools, including those run by
Christian missionaries were brought under State control and the capitalist
was quickly made to feel that he was not wanted. Dissatisfaction grew
rapidly and in May 1959 made itself manifest in the decision of the govern-
ing bodies of seven thousand schools that, as a protest against the Kerala
Education Act, they would not reopen. The State Congress Party organ-
ized an intense agitation to compel the Communists to resign and were
supported in this by the Congress Party throughout India. Violence
soon broke out and the drastic measures understandably taken by the
Communist Government to repress it, stirred up further resentment and
disorder. Chaos was imminent when, in August 1959, the Central
Government superseded the Kerala Government and set up Governor's
rule. Nehru declared firmly that the Communist Party was not a national
party like other parties.
Governor's rule continued until February 1960 when fresh elections
were held. The Communists polled more votes than in 1947, but were
defeated by the combination of Congress, Praja Socialists and Moslem
League. There are many signs of lack of cohesion in that coalition, and
prediction as to its future would be rash.
The most important point, perhaps, is that in spite of their deliberate
concentration on Kerala and of the favourable circumstances there, the
Communists only came into power in that State because of the inability
or unwillingness of the Congress and associate parties to undertake neces-
sary reforms and to work together. There is little comfort to be gained
from this in view of the close parallel it affords to the behaviour of Chiang
Kai-shek in China. More satisfaction is to be drawn from the rapid
reaction of the Kerala public against the Communists, the readiness of
the Central Government to intervene at the appropriate time and the
profound relief of the middle classes throughout India when the Com-
munist Government was removed.
Perhaps of more permanent significance than events in Kerala has been
the rapid progress of the Communists amongst organized labour. As we
have seen, in 1946 the Indian labour movement split into three main
organizations: the All-India Trade Union Congress closely connected
with the Communist Party of India; the Indian National Trade Union
Congress affiliated to the Indian National Congress; and the Hindu
Mazdoor Sabha with Socialist links. Unfortunately, the Indian National
Congress has railed to live up to its responsibilities in this sphere. Its
unions are on the whole badly organized. They lack able and disinterested